
 

Dear friends, 

Greetings from Uganda (Horace) and Mid Wales (Beth)! I (Beth) arrived here 

yesterday (4th August). We were both hoping to travel here later in the year, but that 

was becoming increasingly difficult to fit in. Thus I booked flights within the past week 

and arrived in Wales yesterday for a family visit. 

Schools in Uganda are coming towards the end of the second school term of 2025, 

and it is almost the beginning of the new academic year for students at university. In 

the last newsletter we noted some encouraging A level results, and recently we were 

excited to hear that JJ's top student (Rita) was announced as one of eight students 

from Bushenyi District recommended for university admission under the district quota 

scheme. She has been given a place to study procurement and supply chain 

management at a university in Kampala. Her tuition fees will be covered by the 

government but there will still be significant costs involved including accommodation 

and/or transport, books, and ideally a laptop. 

As an orphan, Rita grew up with her grandmother who was not able to provide any 

support for her education. She worked for some time as a house help in Kampala, even 

before finishing her primary education. But she was determined to go to school and 

saved the modest income/pocket money provided towards primary school fees. She 

enrolled at the school nearest to her grandmother, in Bushenyi District. The school was 

sympathetic, especially since she did well academically, and allowed her to finish 

primary despite not paying the normal school fees.  She heard about JJ from a friend 

(her home is not within JJ’s typical catchment area) and requested help at secondary 

level. Rita has since studied Senior 1 to Senior 6 (S6) with an exemption from all school 

and boarding fees, performing very well at both O and A Level.  After S6 Rita managed 

to get a job as a bursar and teacher at a rural primary school, and saved as much as 

possible (of the very modest pay) towards further studies. She stayed with us when 

schools were closed for a long period during the Covid-19 pandemic after concerns 

were raised about her welfare and safety in her home village. Recently she came back 

to our home near Kampala to prepare to take up the government place at university. 

Olivia, a daughter to Horace’s late great-uncle also completed S6 last year, and 

came to stay with us in March to provide some help around the home as we plan for 

her next step. Her elderly father requested Horace to act as guardian to her and her 

younger sister. We initially paid school fees for them in their local primary school (they 

stayed with their mother, a peasant farmer with very little land to live off), then they 

moved to JJ for secondary education. Olivia would like to study Early Childhood 

Development (ECD) to be a nursery teacher so we are looking at the options. She 

could enrol for an “in-service” diploma at JJ Excel College, but it would be taught 

during school holidays. It is aimed at students who completed a certificate in the course 

after Senior 4, and are already working as nursery teachers. Ideally she would be better 

suited for a full-time degree course.  

We would like to support both Rita and Olivia to continue in education. Rita will need 
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around £50 per month and Olivia will need around £100 per month/£600 per semester 

to study for a degree. Do get in touch if you would like to help Rita or Olivia. 

 We have a full table at mealtimes – Gilbert (Horace’s cousin) is also back with us 

having returned to Uganda after a year in China for further studies in Chinese and 

Asian Studies. He is looking for employment along the lines of his previous role 

(providing translation and logistics support to a Chinese firm working in the oil sector). 

His former employer has no current vacancy but is recommending him to others. 

Next year will mark 20 years since the purchase of the first plot of land where JJ’s 

primary school is located. It would be good to celebrate and give thanks for the 

developments since that time. I never cease to appreciate the beautiful scenery 

where JJ is located, and very tentatively we are considering a sponsored walk in the 

catchment area around the schools to mark the 20 years, take in some marvellous 

views, and raise some funds for further development needs. Those of you who have 

visited will testify to the wonderful views from the primary and secondary schools in 

particular. Walking for leisure, exercise, or fundraising is not something the typical 

Bushenyi person would consider. Walking is out of necessity, to fetch water or firewood, 

move animals, walk to school or to the market etc. Any such sponsored walk in the 

area would be a very novel experience for beneficiaries and local well-wishers! In case 

you are interested in a visit to mark 20 years of JJ, do some hill-walking and enjoy a 

rather different landscape, do get in touch. 

As we look back with thankfulness over the past 20 years, marvelling at God’s timely 

provision despite minimal fundraising 

efforts, we continue to pray for further 

development at JJ. 

 

UK contact: Mrs J.A. Nutting, +44 1686 650321 

Maesnant, Aberhafesp, Newtown, Powys, SY16 3HU 
 

Working in Uganda with:  
JJ Community Transformation (U), 

Uganda NGO no: INDR1057118NB, www.jjctuganda.org 
 

In partnership with: Hand in Hand, 
UK Charity no: 1069976, www.hihand.org 

 

Horace and Bethan Muhabuzi, muhabuzihb@gmail.com 

Thank you for your interest and support, 

 With love, 

 Horace & Bethan 

Current urgent needs: 

 Construction of the girls’ dormitory 
second room at college 

 More bunk beds for boarding students 
at the secondary school and college 
(£70 each bunk). 

 Long tables and high stools at 
secondary to make a second science 
laboratory (@£80 for 1 long table with 6 
high stools) 

 6 laptops for the secondary school 

Photos: Former primary and secondary school beneficiary’s wedding celebration at JJ’s 

primary school playground and secondary students learning to make bricks. 


